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-'DVnaltric,Assessment

Dynamic assessments are embedded in ongoing
instruction in the classroom. Teachers assess individ-
ual students according to their instructional goals dur-
ing teaching and learning interactions. Teachers con-
duct these assessments frequently and keep a system-
atic record of how individual children perform. They
use this information to tailor and shape instruction to
the needs of children in the class, as well as to meas-
ure their progress against instructional goals.

'S'creening 'Assessment
Screening assessments are given to all children at
the beginning of the class or school year. The pur-
pose is to identify children who may have difficulties
in a subject area. These difficulties need to be
addressed if they are going to succeed. Screening
tests are short and involve questions that probe for
the presence of basic skills and abilities.

Classroom Example:
A fourth-grade teacher in Minnesota always begins the
year by meeting with each student individually and hav-
ing the student read aloud for a minute from the page of
a book they will read later in the year. She performs an
individual reading analysis, focusing on each student's
fluency and decoding abilities. She carefully notes how
many words each student reads per minute, his or her
accuracy and fluency, and whether or not he or she reads
with expression. She knows that those who struggle in
this exercise are likely to be struggling readers who are
not ready for the academic tasks of their peers. She
works with them over the first few weeks of class to
increase their skills.
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